CARMICHAELS
It must be realized that Carmichaels thrive and fatten upon
the tender-hearted only. Really rugged egotists and bluff
manly fellows with rude health and obtuse intellects are not
conscious of them. It is the pedestrian who cannot escape the
beggar, while his rich brother, the motorist, sails past un-
molested. In the same way, only the sensitive can be Car-
michaeled. But which of is not sensitive in relation to those
we love ? Which of us in the Anglo-Saxon civilization, based
as it is upon conscience and the opinion of others (these two
terms being often interchangeable), cannot be Carmichaeled ?
Few indeed. Our hearts are easily lacerated. Shame, with us,
is a potent force. We stand and deliver more readily to the
appealing mother at the kerb than to the importunate hustler
who looks strong enough to trounce us if we refuse his
demand for alms.
I have heard of one Carmichael who called upon the hard-
est-hearted and most resolute of her daughters, protested
against the behaviour of one of her grandchildren, and pro-
ceeded to deliver a lament upon the subject. Her daughter was
obdurate, and made it clear that she did not think her son's
deportment was any business of his grandmother's. The
Carmichael became violently distressed at such cruelty to
herself, and showed signs of fainting. The hard-hearted
daughter remained unmoved. The Carmichael rose, stag-
gered. . . . Still her daughter was inflexible. With pathetic
dignity the Carmichael proposed, as her counsels were not
needed, to leave the house for ever. She was not begged to
remain. She left the house, but as soon as she was beyond the
front door the horror of the scene in which she had just played
a part had such an effect upon her that she sank weakly to the
doorstep, and lost consciousness. Her brutal daughter, wit-
nessing the scene through the coloured glass which formed
the upper half of the front door, and dissembling her tremors,
opened the door. A faint groan came from the Carmichael,
who lay otherwise perfectly still, with her eyes closed. 'Go,'